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an attempt' to make the punishment fit the crime ', when a seller
of bad wine was made to drink a draught of it and had the rest
poured over his head.

10. The manufacture of LINEN went on at Shaftesbury in
Dorset, at Lewes, and at Aylsham in Norfolk. Cord and hemp
were produced at Warwick and Bndport. The latter town even
in the twentieth century lives by the same industry.

Women in Industry* As in agriculture, so in industry and trade,
the women of the Middle Ages took their full part. While the
great bulk of the women were occupied in their homes supple-
menting the work of their hu&bands and fathers, either by
assisting him in his craft or by adding to the family income by
spinning, there was, none the less, a small body of craftswomen
and traders acting for themselves. We find women members of
the gilds in the following capacities:

(a) As widows they kept on their husband's trade and his
apprentices, were able to take fresh apprentices and make them
free of the gild. If they remarried outside the gild they usually
lost their privileges.

(6) As daughters they might inherit ihdr father's rights and
could exercise them themselves or transfer them to husband
or son.

(c) Lastly, they could cuter the trade, as men did, by way of
apprenticeship and work and trade afterwards as single women.
It is interesting to find some buch women among the richest
members of the gilds.

It should be noted that we do not find women's names in all
gilds, but their names do appear in the majority, and there seems
little connexion between their presence or absence and the nature
of the work, We find women smiths, workers at the forge,
plumbers and bell-founders. We shall sec afterwards how large
a part they played in the woollen industry. There were many
women surgeons, and we find them later in the Trinity House
Gild, composed of sea-merchants and master mariners.

Position of Aliens- We have already referred to the early
weaver gilds, which may or may not have been composed of